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SIR RODERICK MURCHISON.

[1815.

Fortunately for himself- and his possible parishioners this
notion soon died away. Butwhile still undecided about enter-
ing the Church he resolved in the meantime to see a little of
the world with his wife. The winter was accordingly passed
at Nursted House, in diligent preparation for a long and
leisurely tour on the Continent. He had already attained
considerable proficiency in French. As the tour was to be
extended into Italy, he now set diligently to work to acquire
further knowledge of Italian, and to read a quantity of litera-
ture treating of the scenery and history of Italy. Probably
this was the most industrious winter he had yet spent; for
he had now a definite incentive to work, besides the example
and co-operation of his wife. A day now and then with the
Hambledon fox-hounds, or old Tom Barham's beagles at
Petersfield, or with his gun and his father-in-law at home,
kept him from suffering from such an unwonted application
to books.

would tell you. The examination is almost nothing. Not so at Oxford,
where the whole system would present to you considerable difficulty."
" Sorely as you are so well known in Ireland you might find a favourable
"bishop in that country, and the journey would be the work of a fortnight.
At any rate, pray do not give up your excellent plans, dSgotiti." " I will in
your absence, without mentioning your name, make every inquiry I can.
The stability and well-being of our Church depends so much upon the
respectability and fitness of its ministers that we can only quarrel with
those forma and preliminaries to ordination when they come in competi-
tion with our own favourite wishes "!

In a note-book of 1815 there occura a most formidable list of books which
it seems Murchisonhad jotted down with the intention of using them in his
proposed clerical education. They are in Greek, Latin, JTrench, Italian,
and English, and with his characteristic methodical habits he has classi-
fied them under various heads, as ".Religion," " Eloquence," " History,"
" BeEes-Lettres," etc, etc.ithout shoes and provisions, and in dark winter
